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REMARKS 

The Official Action dated September 24, 2004 has been received and its contents 
carefully noted. In view thereof, a new Abstract as attached hereto is submitted for 
consideration by the Examiner. As previously, claims 1-8 are presently pending in the instant 
application. 

Initially, Applicants wish to acknowledge the Examiner's indication on page 2 of the 
Office Action that claims 1-8 are allowable over the prior art of record. With the filing of 
this response, it is respectfully requested that these claims again be indicated as being 
allowable. 

It is further noted that the Examiner has stated that Japanese Patent Publication 10- 
029836 is not being considered because it is not related to the subject matter of this 
application. In this regard, attached hereto is a copy of the appropriate Japanese Patent 
Publication which was referred to in detail on page 1 of Applicants' specification. 
Specifically, Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. HI 0-274085 is 
attached hereto for the Examiner's consideration. A revised Form- 1449 is also included 
which properly refers to the Japanese Unexamined Application. In that this reference has 
been discussed in detail in Applicants' specification, it is respectfully requested that the 
reference be indicated as being considered by the Examiner and a copy of the Form- 1449 
indicating such returned to the Applicant. 

Further on page 2 of the Office Action, the Abstract of the Disclosure has been 
objected because it is more than 150 words long. As noted hereinabove, attached hereto is a 
substitute Abstract of the Disclosure wherein the Abstract has been reduced to approximately 
140 words. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Applicants' specification and 
particularly the Abstract of the Disclosure is now in proper formal condition for allowance. 
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Therefore, in view of the foregoing it is respectfully requested that the objection of 
record be reconsidered and withdrawn by the Examiner, that claims 1-8 again be indicated as 
being allowable over the prior art of record and that the application be passed to issue. 

Should the Examiner believe a further conference would be of benefit in expediting 
the prosecution of the instant application, he is hereby invited to telephone counsel to arrange 
such a conference. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Donald R. Studebaker 
Reg. No. 32,815 



Nixon Peabody LLP 
401 9 th Street N.W. 
Suite 900 

Washington, D. C. 20004 
(202) 585-8000 
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